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MONTENEGRO (CRNA GORA) 

The origins of the Slavic principality of Zeta or Dioclea (Duklja) are unclear. It was known as a polity to the 
Eastern Roman (Byzantine) emperor Konstantinos VII in the mid-io th century, and the genealogy of its rulers is 
preserved in the so-called Chronicle of the Priest of Dioclea from the 12 th century. In the late i o th and early 11 th 
centuries the principality was caught up in the conflict between Bulgaria and Byzantium, and the Byzantines 
may have annexed part of the land and assumed suzerainty over the rest in 1018—1034. Stefan Vojislav seems to 
have asserted his independence in the 1030s, and his son Mihailo I received the title of king from the pope in 
1077. After the defeat of Konstantin Bodin by the Byzantines, however, the fortunes of the kingdom declined, 
and it was soon eclipsed by the neighboring principality of Raska. As the latter emerged as a powerful Serbian 
state in the late 12 th century, Zeta was annexed and placed under a branch of the Nemanjid house. From 1216 
Zeta became the usual appanage of the heirs to the Serbian throne for over a century. 

With the disintegration of Serbia after 1355, Zeta (now increasingly called Montenegro, Crna Gora) gradually 
recovered its autonomy under the rule of the local Balsic (1360—1421) and Crnojevic (1441 — 1498) families. 
But this autonomy was threatened by the complicated political situation in which the princes had to maintain a 
precarious balance between Serbia, Venice, and the Ottoman Turks. In 1496 prince Burad Crnojevic was 
deposed, and the land technically subjected to Ottoman authority. More palpable, however, was the power of 
the local bishops, who gradually turned Montenegro into a theocratic state ruled by the vladika (prince-bishop). 
From 1697 the position of vladika was monopolized by the Petrovic-Njegos clan, which attempted some 
modernization and sought the patronage of Russia. Danilo II discarded his ecclesiastical rank and became a 
secular prince ( knez ) in 1852. His heir Nikola I obtained independence from the Ottomans in 1878 and took 
the title of king (kralj) in 1910. Although Montenegro had benefited from the Congress of Berlin and the First 
Balkan War, it suffered an Austro-Hungarian occupation during World War I in 1917—1918. With its royal 
family driven into exile, the kingdom was annexed by its Serbian allies in 1918, an act which obtained 
international recognition only in 1922. The union of Serbia and Montenegro survived the collapse of Yugoslavia 
until dissolving in 2006. In 2011 the state recognized a certain limited official role for the old royal family. 

Princes, then kings of Zeta or Dioclea (Duklja) 

971:—? Hvalimir ... son of (?) Predimir 
1—998 Petrislav ... son of Hvalimir 
998—1016 Vladimir I 1 ... son of Petrislav 
1016—1018 Dragimir ... son of Hvalimir 
1018—1036 Stefan Vojislav ... son ofDragimir; deposed 
1036—1038 (to the Eastern Roman Empire) 

1038—1043 Stefan Vojislav ... restored 

1043 — 1046 Gojislav ... son of Stefan Vojislav 

1046—1081 Mihailo I ... son of Stefan Vojislav; king 1077 

1081 — 1099 Konstantin Bodin ... son of Mihailo I; previously Bulgaria 1072 

1 °99—1 101 Mihailo II ... son of Konstantin Bodin 

1101- 1102 Dobroslav ... son of Mihailo I; deposed, died 1118: 

1102— 1103 Kocapar ... son of Radoslav, son of Stefan Vojislav; expelled 

1103 —1118 Vladimir II ... son of Vladimir, son of Mihailo I 

1118 Juraj ... son of Konstantin Bodin; expelled 
1118—1125 Grubesa ... son of Branislav, brother of Kocapar 

1125 —1127 Juraj ... restored; expelled, died 1127: 

1127—1146 Gradinja ... brother of Grubesa 
1146—1181 Radoslav ... son of Gradinja 
1181 —1186 Mihailo III ... son of (?) Radoslav 

1 Canonized as saint, commonly but incorrectly known as “Jovan Vladimir.” 
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Serbian princes of Zeta 

House of Nemanja 

1186—1208 Vukan ... son of grand zupan Stefan Nemanja of Serbia; Serbia 1102—1104; abdicated, died 1109: 
1108—1116 Durad ... son ofVukan; deposed, died 1242: 

1116—13 60 (to Serbia) 

House of Balsic 

1360—1361 Balsa I ... lord of Skadar 
1362—1372 Stracimir ... son of Balsa I 
& 1362—1378 Durad I ... son of Balsa I 
& 1362—1385 Balsa II ... son of Balsa I 

1372—1403 Durad II ... son of Stracimir; Ottoman vassal 1391 
1403 —1411 Balsa III ... son of Durad II 
1411 —1441 (to Serbia) 

House of Crnojevic 

1441 — 1465 Stefan I ... son of Durad Crnojevic 
1465 — 1490 Ivan ... son of Stefan I 1 
1490—1496 Durad III ... son of Ivan; deposed, died 1503 
1496—1498 Stefan II ... son of Ivan; deposed, died 1499 
(to the Ottoman Empire 1498) 

Bishops, princes, and kings of Montenegro 

House ofPetrovic-Njegos 

1697—173 5 Danilo I ... son of Scepac, son of the abbot Petar 

1 73 5 —1 75° Sava ... son of Ivan, son of the abbot Petar; abdicated 

1750—1766 Vasilije ... son of Radul, brother of Danilo I 
1766—1781 Sava ... restored 

1781 — 1830 Petar I> ... son of Marko, son ofDamjan, brother of Danilo I 

1830—1851 Petar II ... son of Tomo, brother of Petar I 

1851 — 1860 Danilo II ... son of Stanko, son of Stijepo, brother of Petar I; prince 1851 
1860—1918 Nikola I ... son ofMirko, brother ofDanilo II; king 1910 4 ; deposed, died 1911 5 
(to Yugoslavia 1918—2003; federation with Serbia 1003—2006; republic 1006) 
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1 In exile 1479—1481. 

3 Canonized as saint. 

4 In exile during Austro-Hungarian occupation from 1917. 

5 The government in exile (internationally recognized until 1912) was continued by Danilo, son of Nikola I, 
who abdicated in 1911 and died in 1939, and then by his nephew Mihailo (son ofMirko, son of Nikola I), who 
resigned his claims (in favor of the Yugoslav monarchy) in 1919 and died in 1986. Mihailo’s son Nikola has 
succeeded as the official head of the royal family, which has been given a certain limited official role by the now 
independent republic of Montenegro since 1011. 



